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MRS. BESANT AND THE THEOSOPHICAL
SOCIETY

Mrs. Besant has described in vivid language her own com-
ing into The Theosophical Society and her first meeting with
Madame Blavatsky, in her Autobiography. Readers of that
book will remember that she was given Madame BJavatsky's
" Secret Doctrine " to review by the famous W. T. Stead 1131.-
The study of the book changed her mind ; and from an
unbeliever she became a believer; and joined The Theo-
sophical Society. That was in 1889.  I had read her Auto-
biography while yet a small boy, and I was also familiar with.
W. T. Stead's << Review of Reviews tt432, " Books for the
Bairns "m, " Penny Poets "43t, etc. 1 had had a great desire to
see him, since my childhood. While in England, I happened;

to be invited to an evening party at W. T. Stead's through
some mutual friends.   Mr. Stead was sailing for America
by that ifl-fated " Titanic " 43:) and he gave a little party at
his home just before starting. He died on that voyage. I
have been told that he himself had feared that he would be
kicked to death in the London streets for his heresy and
unorthodox opinions. He was, however, destined to meet
a watery grave at sea. At that meeting 1 saw him for the
first and the last time. He was a remarkable and attractive
figure ; and 1 do not wonder that his relations with Mrs.
Besant were so cordial.

1 have already spoken of the storm in The Theosophical;

Society after the coming of Messrs. Krishnamurti and
Nityanandam into Mrs. Besant's life. She was not a person
to give up friends even if the friends gave her up ; and she